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THE SCREAMING CITADEL 

Book I, Part III 

In a galaxy oppressed by Imperial cruelty, there is 
little hope for the future. But for those used to 
operating on the fringes, there is potential for 
profit. 

Rogue archaeologist Aphra is joined by young 
Rebel pilot Luke Skywalker at the Citadel of 
Ktath’atn — the Screaming Citadel — hoping to 
impress the Queen, who is able to activate an 
artifact with the consciousness of an ancient Jedi 
inside. 

But Luke and Aphra soon discover that she intends 
to capture and control them. Outnumbered, the 
situation is dire—until rebels Princess Leia, Han 
Solo and Sana Starros arrive to even the odds.... 
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^I PONT ^ 
CARE WHO'S 
WITH YOU, 
.TRIPLE-ZERO..., 


r HOME IN ^ 
ON THIS SIGNAL! 

. GET TO US! 
NOW! V 


r ENOUGH ^ 
RUNNING, APHRA. 

. I'LL HOLD THEM 
► BACK. y. 

























r «y i 

BEAUTIFUL... 
EXPENSIVE 
fcT SHIP. A 


I'M SORRY, MASTER 
APHRA. THE UNKEMPT 
ONE INSISTED HE 
SHOULD FLY. 


y HATE TO 
BREAK IT TO YOU, 
SWEETHEART, BUT 
YOUR AFT THRUSTER 
ISN'T ALIGNED^ 


WELL, 

IT ISN'T 
ALIGNED 
NOW!, 


: .^1 T 



W l 



























T LUKE, YOU'RE I 
) THE FARMER ' 
/ WHO SWAPPED ALL 
THE WATER YOU'VE 
CONDENSED FOR AN 
EMPTY SACK...BUT 
i SANA, YOU CAN'T - 
|k JUST SHOOT A 
HER. 


r REALLY? ^ 
PAY ATTENTION. 
vl JUST D/P. 


T IF BLONDIE ^ 
r GETS OUT OF THE 
WAY, YOU CAN WATCH 


ME DO IT AGAIN. 






vAAIL 






































IF YOU'D LIKE A LITTLE ADVICE JPff • LTj !, I 
FROM ONE OF HER COLLEAGUES, 

THE SAFEST THING TO DO SHE IS TERRIBLY 
FOR YOUR SECURITY WOULD UNTRUSTWORTHY. 
BE TO EXECUTE HER. . . , 


WHOSE 
SIDE ARE 
YOU ON? 


I'M SORRY, AND LUKE? YOU ARE J 
SANA, BUT NO. THE WORST SOLDIER I 
NOT YET. >VI HAVE EVER METJJ 

HERO OF 

I : 1 1 I1 I / YAVIN OR NOT, YOU T 
lilfrr f I WILL OBEY ORDERS, OR I 
III' | I \ WILL COURT-MARTIAL YOU 
IlllmA BACK TO MOISTURE A 
g 1 ^IMK FARMING. 


f WE DONT 1 

HAVE TIME FOR THIS. 
YES, SHE'S ROUGH, BUT 
L SHE'S A GOOD A 
bw PERSON. 

SHE NEARLy"^^ 
W DIED HERE WITH 1 
I ME. SHE'S TRYING TO 
L FIND ME A JEDI J 
TUTOR... 


AS ARE 
YOU. 




rSHE'S A ROGUE 1 
ARCHAEOLOGIST- 
BUT SHE'S AN 
^ARCHAEOLOGIST. > 

I117 AND NOT ' 
\1 ALL ROGUES 
ARE BAD 
PEOPLE. A 


r x STAND ^ 
BY MY FRIENDS, J 

b LEIfl - A 

Kgr APHRA'S 
Wtlv^Y FRIEND. 


Y OKAY, THE ^ 
r SHIP'S SEEN 
BETTER DAYS. 
WHAT'S THE BEST 
k WAY FROM a 
L. HERE? 


r HEY, ^ 
I'VE GOT AN 
^IDEA...^ 
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r ...ANY ^ 
DIRECTION 
AWAY FROM 
k THEM! . 


WHERE ARE 
WE ACTUALLY 
k GOING? ^ 


big ^ 

r STRONG DOORS. 
ALWAYS GOOD 
TO HIDE BEHIND. 

. GET 'EM OPEN, . 
^ BEETEE. A 








































r GOOD ~ 
WORK...8EETEE, 
Lj RIGHT? ^ 


^I'M GOING ^ 
TO ASSUME 
THAT'S A "THANK 
YOU." a 


SEAL IT! 
QUICKLY. 


YOU TO ASSUME THAT, 
PKINCESS LEIA. 



r OKAY— 
THEY CAN'T 
GET IN THAT 


FORGET 

SEALING 

DOORS! 


r CAN WE ^ 
SEAL ANY OTHER 
DOORS WHILE 
. WE THINK? 
L/ AND... A 


WHAT'S 
IN THOSE 
TUBES? . 


THEY'RE 

ABERSYN 

SYMBIOTES. 


r GIVE ME 1 
FULL TERMINAL 
ACCESS, 

V BEETEE. / 




























THESE things are^^ 
r NOXIOUS. HIVE CONTROL 1 
SYSTEM, TRANSFERS LIFE 
ENERGIES UP THE PYRAMID. 
EVERY CASE I'VE EVER SEEN 
LEADS TO A VIRAL-SPEED . 
V SPREAD AND DEATH J 
^.WITHIN A YEAR... 


OKAY, THIS 

/ IS WHAT WE'VE GOT. N 
' MULTIPLE EXITS, ANTI - 
CHAMBERS, BLAST DOORS. 

, THEY SHOULD BE SEALED... 
V I CAN'T BE HUNDRED/ 
PERCEN T. ZM 

/WE NEED ^HT 
TO CHECK 

i them all. mgp 
\QU\Cm.M*9 m 


THEY'RE SO 

■af DANGEROUS EVEN « 
* THE EMPIRE DOESN'T I 
RISK WEAPONIZING ^ 

^^THIS COLONY 
W APPEARS TO BE STABLE, 
r THE QUEEN'S BEEN DOING 
HER THING FOR A HUNDRED 
YEARS, AT LEAST. THAT'S...WELL, 
THAT'S UNPRECEDENTED. AND 
L UNPRECEDENTEDLY SCARY. 


^THIS...WASN'T ^ 
' WHAT I WAS EXPECTING. 

PEOPLE NEED TO 
. KNOW ABOUT THIS 
LX PLACE. X/ 


r agreed. 

J IDEALLY GET WORD I 
TO THE EMPIRE SO 
THEY CAN BOMB IT INTO 
1 ITS COMPONENT A 
Pfe. MOLECULES. 


I JUST DON'T UNDERSTAND 
WHY SOMEONE LIKE YOU 
WOULD BE ON THE SIDE 
OF THE EMPIRE. 


„ MY MOM ^ 
WAS KILLED IN THE 
CHAOS AROUND THE 
X CLONE WARS. A 


~THE EMPIRE^ 
ISN'T PERFECT, 
BUT IT KEEPS 
PEOPLE SAFE 































PONT BE 

r NAIVE. THE EMPIRE'S NOT T 
I FOR PEOPLE LIKE US. I DON'T 
NEED ANYONE, AND YOU'RE 
BASICALLY A NEARLY BURSTING 
BALLOON OF "THE-FORCE- 
k LOVES-ME-THE-FORCE- A 
LOVES-ME"! 

I |T7 r BUT FOR 

I I / NORMAL PEOPLE? \ 

1 11 I FOR THEM, PRETTY f 

gmmm much awy peace I 
IS BETTER A 
irWfc k THAN WAR. .JM 


T BUT IT'S ~ 
NOT RIGHT. 
THE EMPIRE 
k IS EVIL. J 


’ HE'S WASN'T^ 
AS BAD AS HE 
PRETENDED TO 
K. BE EITHER, y 


T I'VE BEEN T 

' THROUGH BAD 
TIMES TOO...BUT 
, YOU CANT LET 
i THAT STOP A 
L. you. 


r WELL, YOU DONT SHOW IT, 1 

, LUKE. FROM THE TOP OF THAT 
TOUSLED MOP DOWNWARDS, 

, YOU SCREAM "J GREW UP 
L WITHOUT ft CftRE IN . , 
THE WORLD." 


1 r YOU MAY 
' BE AIMING AT A T 
JEDI, BUT YOU'RE THE 
WALKING EMBODIMENT 
OF WHAT GOOD FARM 
k LIVING DOES FOR A 
mi A BOY... 


r -AND ^ 
EVERYONE ON 
MY FARM WAS 
SLAUGHTERED BY 
k THE EMPIRE.^ 


I WASNT 
REALLY 
THINKING. 


|T 'S ^K| J 
OKAY. ^Wk 
Y WE ALL ” 
[ MAKE MISTAKES 
^SOMETIMES. . 


I'M 

SORRY. 




































~ NO, NOT ~ 
SORRY ABOUT 
THAT ^ 


^ DEAL. Jy 
r THIS ^ 
MESMERIC 
GIMMICK IS A 
BAD WAY TO 
.NEGOTIATE. , 




ilP'SW ■ Iv4' ;D 
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■P’" Hfci-i 

a MESSAGED gsOfZ 
gft YOU A GOODMmjt ? 























jToH, NO. 

^ YOUR^^j 
7 LITTLE TRICK T 
ISNT GOING TO 
WORK THROUGH 
THE POLARIZED , 
i GOGGLES, j 
RIGHT? 


r AND you ^ 

DOUBLE-CROSS 1 
ME AGAIN, AND I 
, I BLOW HIM i 
UP. 

l SLIPPED^ 
r CHARGES INTO 1 
' HIS POCKETS. I 1 
RELEASE THIS AND 
YOU'RE THE 
PROUD OWNER 
L SEVERAL LITERS , 
> OF JEDI A 
k\ PAINT, 


T VERY WELL. ^ 
I WILL SHOW YOU 
HOW TO REACTIVATE 
yYOUR CRYSTAL.^ 



LUKE! 


DESTROY 
.THEM! . 


r I TOLD > 
YOU WE SHOULD 
. HAVE KILLED 
4 APHRA! J 


J }- - Juft 



Hpyi 

MX 


MVoK^; .4’ 

m - V/^t ■ 1 

m l f YA , 


























r BE CAREFUL! ^ 
THE QUEEN'S GOT 
, SOME KIND OF 
POWER. 4 


r YEAH, ^ 
PRINCESS. 
FANCY TRICKS 
ARE ALL VERY 
V WELL... > 


wm 


f: M 


/ V\v 1 
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LISTEN! 


T THE BACK \ 
WALL IS THIN 
ENOUGH FOR 
. BEETEETO , 
L BLOW. A 


^ GET ^ 
OUT OF 
v i HERE!. 




fl ' | * 

JRl v\Vwi 




7 1 * 

f 

CO) 

f /yL_ 


'Q^Jrick 


























^ WE'RE NOT ^ 
LEAVING LUKE OR 
IAN, NO MAHER HOW 
INCOMPETENT THEY . 
MAYBE... 


REALLY? 


PRINCESS, IF IT REALLY CAME 
DOWN TO IT, HAN WOULD 
k LEAVE NEARLY AS FAST J 
^ AS APHRA DID... 


■ BEETEE, ^ 
HAVE YOU GOT 
EXPLOSIVES 
^ENOUGH TO- > 


TAKE 

COVER, 

EVERYONE. 


r 

of 


t| 



P 

U 




v v 


y|| 



Smm 

|fip| 

/lw/1 
jj ' \\ 


jTx 

jf\Q\ T 

gjLj^? 



















































































r OKAY, ~ 
QUARANTINE 
SHOULD BE 
OVER THERE 
v AND... > 


OH, 

GREAT. 


r [U ™ GET THE ^ 
DISTRACT WOOKIEE INSIDE. 

L HIM > BE READY TO CLOSE 
THE DOOR. 


T HEY, ^ 
UGLY! LEAVE 
k HIM AL- a 


JT REALLY? ^ 
' THAT'S THE ' 
PLAN? YOU'VE BEEN 
HANGING AROUND 
V HAN TOO J 

mew. y 


y 

fflUi 


















































...mm 

ARE YOU 
DOING?! 


NO TIME FOR THE 1 
SYMBIOTE TO ENTER THE 
BODY IN ITS NATURAL 
FASHION. I NEED TO 
DIRECTLY IMPLANT IT 
INTO ITS ACTIVE SITE. 


AND FINALLY A LUCKY 
BREAK/ KRRSANTAN 
U/AS BEATEN 
UNCONSCIOUS, SO I 
DIDN'T EVEN NEED TO 
USE ANY SEDATIVE/ 




































AN IMPOSSIBLE DEADLINE. 

I WAS UNAWARE THAT 1 

■ "LOOKING QUEASY" 
M WAS AN ALDERAANIAN 

J COMPLIMENT. I'LL BE 

■ SURE TO ADD IT TO 

I MY DATABASE. j 


/ THE BIG GUY V 
| cflN PUNCH H 





\ THROUGH M 
DOORS. 

ws~ pH 




* ■TthatT 

■ BEAUTIFUL WORK DONE ON ?■ 



^^^OITRE PRINCESS LEIAIBEETEE AND I HAVE ■ 

pH. monster, y prohen ourselves \oo percent W 

— J _ EFFICIENT ASSETS TO FULFILL YOUR ENDS! J 








(/hAen?) | 

V5l XT \ f FROM ALL THE INTERACTIONS hSS 

ySj f 1 ' I'VE OBSERVED WITH YOUR [■ 

El f ' "FRIENDS," IT SEEMS THAT 

F W ' A YOU'D BE HAPPIER IF THEY ■ 

MJ 1 { WERE A LOT MORE LIKE US. ■ 



-Jpr 




//M 




\ 

r 


, / L 



















































THE QUEEN 
HUNGERS. 















I WOULD ■ 
STEP BACK, ■ 
PRINCESS LEIA. || 

| THIS PARTICULAR 
I TOOL WILL BE A 
I TRIFLE MESSY. 
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